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Pterostylis biseta - one of the Rufa group of Greenhood Orchids, as 
described in Orchids of the Bendigo District, Part 13, Whirrakee Vol.4_ 
No. 7. The specimen shown is one of a group of eight plants growing at 
Maiden Gully, and began flowering in the middle of November. 
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&c - EDITORS PAGE - 


Thank you to all those bon eevatone who took my previous editorial to heart, 
and provided material, and provided it on time. Some of the many items have 
had to be held over, and even so, this issue is larger than usual. This in 
turn means that I have items on hand already for February, including my 
promised bird list from Mt. Korong, and a plant list from the Wellsford. 
Forest excursion, compiled by Bob Allen. I have also been told that Bob — 
made a second trip to Mt. Korong and added substantially to the preliminary 
plant list published last month. The first issue for next year should be a 
good deal thicker than the slim volume we started this year with! I am 

also pleased to report that Victoria Fyffe has volunteered to assist me 
with the editing next year, in response to my plea last month, so, welcome 
to the Whirrakee teain;Victoria. 


This is also an opportune time to thank once again those: members who 
‘helped to get Whirrakee to you - Diane Hill, for typing; Victoria Fyffe, who © 
typed the September issue while the Hills were on holidays; Graham Hill - 
for the cover designs and the orchid illustrations; Chris Bunn for 
producing the address labels; and Tom Patullo for organising the printing 
of the covers, and doing the duplicating, and also organising the folding, - 
wrapping and mailing, in which he is ably assisted by Mrs Patullo, Mr. & 
Mrs. McMaster, and Mr. & Mrs Malone. Thank you also to all the contributors, 
who have helped Whirrakee maintain its variety and interest, and I look 
forward to many more interesting articles next year. The first four volumes 
represent quite a compendium of information on the natural history of our 
region, A tip for convenient storage is that A4 spring back folders 

contain a year's worth of Whirrakees nicely, and still allow them to open 
out adequately for easy reading. A reminder also that all back numbers 

are still available, although my stocks of some issues are getting low. 


This spring has been a much appreciated contrast to the extreme dryness of 
last year. Many plants which looked as though they had died during the 
drought, in both bush and garden, have showed amazing regenerative abilities, 
in putting out new growth in response to the wet autumn, winter and spring. 
Tom Patullo has mentioned some examples in his Wellsford Forest excursion 
report. There are many other cases which should be documented, so how ~ 
about at least some of you writing up examples you have noted. There is 

no need for a major article - a short paragraph or two would be better 

than no récord at all! Many of you will make interesting observations during 
the holiday season, so keep Whirrakee in mind, and make a New Year resolution 
to write something to contribute to your newsletter next year. 


Finally, may I switch hats to my Presidential one, and extend Season's | 
Greetings to all members. 


Eric Wilkinson, Editor and President. 


A BIRD LIST FROM STRATHFIELDSAYE 


by John Robinson 
Introduction by Don Franklin 


John and Pam Robinson moved onto their 5 acre property in the heart 
of Strathfieldsaye in 1972. At the time, the only trees on the block were 
several exotics and four large eucalypts. It was (and is) surrounded by 
the Red Gum - lined Emu Creek with its permanent water on two sides, 
by a roadside with some large eucalypts (mainly Yellow and Grey Box) and 
by a paddock. Beyond the immediate surrounds, open paddocks predominated, 
and still do although the area has since been much subdivided and built up. 
It is several hundred metres to the nearest bushland. The bird list covers 
their property and the immediately surrounding trees and creekside for the 
eleven years of their residence. 


A number of features besides the general habitat as described greatly 
affect the numbers, variety and composition of birds recorded for the area. 
Not least of these is John's sharpness of eye. A sharp eye is wasted : 
without a good lot of birds, however, and the property certainly has that. 


It seems that Eum Creek is used as a flyline by migratory and nomadic 
species. Whether this is merely a local pathway or used on longer distance 
flights is not clear. Presumably it has resulted in a number of extra 
vagrant records on the property. Certainly, it has contributed considerable 
numbers of some species flying over, particularly Little Ravens, Noisy 
- and Little Friarbirds, Red Wattlebirds and Rufous Songlarks. 


John had a dam constructed in 1975, He designed it especially for 
waterbirds, including an island. Unfortunately, the creekside sediments 
in which it is built do not hold water well, and it is invariably dry in 
summer, When it contains water it provides excellent habitat, and has 
resulted in the first and second (and to date the only) breeding records 
in the Bendigo district of the Chestnut Teal. With the beds of Common Reed 
(Phragmites) and cumbungi along the creek to offer further variety, John 
has an excellent waterbird list numbering 24 species. 


Hollow trees are a scarce commodity around Bendigo. John is fortunate 
in having several River Red Gums with hollows, and these have been well 
used as nest sites by birds such as Black and Wood Ducks, Kookaburras and 
‘Purple-crowned Lorikeets, These hollows have been supplemented by the 
provision of imported hollow logs mounted in concrete and by duck nest 
boxes on the dam. The former are used by Eastern Rosellas, Red-rumped 
Parrots and, unfortunately but inevitably, by Starlings. 


John has planted many trees’ and shrubs. Their long-term effect will 
be to entirely alter the basic habitat in favor of woodland and foliage 
birds at the expense of birds of the open spaces. Already there is some 
evidence of this effect taking place, for example in the recent occupation 
of the block by Weebills. The more immediate effects have been to provide 
nectar for honeyeaters (Ironbarks and Yellow Gums in particular), to increase 
the Blue Wren population by increasing the shrub cover, and to provide 
improved nest sites for Red-browed and Zebra Finches (Silky Hakeas). 


John has been in residence for long enough to note a number of 
seasonally repeated movements. The visitations off the northern migrants 
such as Sacred Kingfishers and Rufous Songlarks are well enough known. 
Local movements of Fuscous and. Black-chinned Honeyeaters, and others, from 
bush to his creekside environment and back are less well known. 


I, : 
A BIRD LIST FROM-STRATHFIELDSAYE continued 


With this background, it was of considerable interest to note the 
disruption to patterns triggered by the recent severe drought and 
extending beyond the period of rainfall deficiency. For the first time, 
the Yellow-tufted Honeyeaters visited in autumn and winter, being 
repeatedly seen feeding on flowering Yellow Gums. At a time when it seemed 
there could be few further additions to his list, quite a few species 
turned up for the first time, and several rare visitors became more common, 
All these within a few months of each other, mostly in autumn 1983, after 
some rain had fallen. Amongst the former are Weebills and a Red-capped 
Robin, whilst the Peaceful Dove is a good example of the latter. 


The list is divided into five sections. The first three, all ‘bush 
birds', are somewhat arbitrarily divided into residents, regular and/or 
frequent visitors, and, finally, occasional visitors. As loosely used 
here, ‘bush birds' are all birds excepting waterbirds and birds of prey. 
Where a birds status has changed over the eleven years, current or recent 
status is accepted, as with the Spotted Turtledove which has become 
resident in the last four years. Birds resident nearby, through only 
occasionally utilizing John and Pam's part of their home ranges, are 
classed as residents (e.g: Grey Butcherbird). 


Resident 'bush birds' These 26 species are the birds one could expect 
to see or hear on almost any day, plus one or two obscure but resident 
species. All but three have been recorded breeding on the property. 

(In total, 42 species have been noted breeding on the block.) 


1. ‘Domestic Pigeon. A flock of about twelve feral birds roost and breed 
in the barn. ee 


2. Spotted Turtledove. Up to two pair present from about 1980 onwards. 
Nests seen in Red Gum and Peppercorn trees. 


3. Galah. Commonly seen flying over and sometimes noted feeding, on onion-~ 
grass after it has been burnt. Seen at hollows in Red Gums, and nesting Al 
is suspected. ' oy 


4, Eastern Rosella. About six pair present. They nest in provided hollows. 
5. Red-rumped Parrot. Several pair present and nesting in provided hollows. 
6. Boobook Owl. Apparently resident in general area. ; 


7. Kookaburra. Normally rcsident, and nests here in hollow Red Gums. 
However, in the recent drought summer they moved away for a few months. 


8. Welcome Swallow. Breeds annually and is probably resident. Winter 
flocks of up to 50 noted feeding and roosting. 


9. Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike, Possibly resident in small numbers. 
Nests most years. 


10, Blackbird. Numerous breeding resident, mainly keeping to cover along 
the ereek, Very shy. Digee: ee 

11. Superb Blue Wren. One, or possibly two parties were resident in 1972. . 
This has increased to about five parties with the increase in shrubbery. 
Breeding noted. é 


A BIRD LIST FROM STRATHFIELDSAYE continued. 


12. 


13. 
14, 
LS. 
16. 


17. 
18. 


19. 


White-browed Scrub-wren. Breeding, and probably resident, mainly 
keeping to cover along Emu Creek. As garden shrubs have grown they 
have become more evident around the house, especially in winter when 
the Wild Plums and Hawthorns that grow under the Red Gums lose their 
leaves. A nest was built behind a clothes basket in the wash-house. 


Willie Wagtail. Several Pairs are seen, mostly arene the creek, 
Breeding noted. 


Grey Shrike-thrush. Probably only one pair resident and breeding. 
Crested Shrike-tit. " U "party 1" " " 


Striated Pardalote. Common vesident, though less evident in winter. 
Two holes in the barn wall are regularly used for nesting. 


White-plumed Honeyeater. Fairly common breeding resident. 


Noisy Miner. Not present in 1972. Gradually increased in numbers 
thereafter until they totally dominated the bird world in trees 
planted around the house and over most of the block, Amongst the ~ 
trees along the creek their impact was a little diminished. They 
agressively excluded even willie wagtails, white-plumed honeyeaters, 
sparrows and starlings from the immediate vicinity of the house. 

A marked drop in their numbers in 1981 was promptly followed by a 
return of these and many other species. Noisy miners are still present, 
but their territories are a little further along the creek, Breeding. 


Red-browed Finch. Breeding resident, There were about three pairs 
present in 1972. Hand feeding increased their numbers to a peak of 
several hundred, both by attracting new birds to the area and by 
encouraging unseasonable breeding. When hand feeding ceased, the 
population dispersed and returned to previous levels. 

Since then, the growth of shrubs, particularly Silky Hakea has 
encouraged them to naturally increase to ten or more pairs. 
Intermittent hand feeding in US enabled numbers to be maintained 


_ during difficult conditions. 


20. 


21 


22 


23. 


Zebra Finch. First seen at the peak of hand feeding (see previous 
species), when a pair moved in and bred. These departed when hand- 
feeding ceased. About 1981 they returned and bred without hand- 
feeding, and the population is now about a dozen birds. There is 
little doubt that planted Silky Hakeas have epcgurages. them by 


providing better nest sites. 


House Sparrow. The population has Pienrred iapsleraliy, due to the 
influence of shooting, hand-feeding and interference from Noisy Miners, 
the latter at their peak causing almost total absence of sparrows for 
about two years. Nests around the house, 


Starling. Common, even abundant at times, capasemste, in wet years. 
Decreased during the drought. They are breeding residents, competing with 
Red-rumped Parrots and Eastern Rosellas for nest hollows. John has 

seen them take a rosella egg from a nest and drop it off in the dam. 

On one occasion John shot one of a pair that shad -young-ones. .Within 
half.an hour the other-bird seemed’ tochavera-new mate, He went on to 
shoot three-adults from that nest, but still the young were raised. 


Mudlark. Up to three pairs may be seen nesting at the one time. 
In late autumn, flocks of up to 50 may be seen. 


6. 


A BIRD LIST FROM STRATHFIELDSAYE continued 


24, 


25. 


26. 


Grey Butcherbird. Two pairs have territories nearby. They are often 
heard, and sometimes visit the block. An immature lived right on the 
block for a month in one summer and was observed feeding on cicadas. 


Magpie. A flock of about a dozen birds occupies the area, and a pair 
of them breed regularly. Declined during drought. 


Australian Raven. A pair occupy the general area, and are seen and 
heard regularly. 


'Bush birds' that visit regularly or often . These 20 species include the 
migrants, the more numerous nomads, and some that have fairly regular 


local movements. 


27. 


28. 


29, 


30. 
31. 


32, 


33. 


34, 


35, 


36. 


37. 


38. 


39. 


HO. 


Musk Lorikeet. Seen every year. erate at times, in small parties and 
flocks of up to 20-30. Feeds in flowering eucalypts and Locquat trees. 


Purple=crowned Lorikeet. The most regularly seen lorikeet, though 
mostly only in pairs. For several years, a pair seemed to be resident, 
and they nested in a dead spout in a Red Gum along the creek. This 
seeming residence (no longer current) is contrary to their general 
pattern of nomadism and blossom-seeking. The pair left the area late 


in the drought. 


Pallid Cuckoo. Commonly seen and heard in spring. 
Pantailed Cuckoo. m " W " " 


Horsefield Bronze-cuckoo. Commonly seen and heard in spring. 
Egg and young seen in Willie Wagtails' nest. 


Spine-tailed Swift. Occasionally seen overhead in most years, in the 
warmer months, and mostly associated with thunderstorms. Observed 
feeding. 


Sacred Kingfisher. Regular breeding visitor in spring and summer. 
Nests in banks of creek, 


Fairy Martin. Seen most years, in flocks. About 20 pair nested in the 
barn in one year only. This was a very wet year and possibly their 
bridge nest sites were flooded. 


Little Cuckoo-shrike. Pair seen most years in autumn and winter. 


Reedwarbler. Regular spring-summer breeding visitor. Up to 6 pairs 
may be present at the one time, along the creek. 


Golden Whistler. One or two birds have been seen during each winter 
over the last five years. 


Fuscous Honeyeater. Up to a dozen visit during most summers, when 


River Red Gum and Yellow Box are in flower. 


Brown-headed Honeyeater. Seen in flocks of a dozen to 20, mostly 
during winter. Has become more regular, and is now fairly common at 
times. Feeds on insects rather than flowers in this area. 


Black-chinned Honeyeater.. Seen here in most summers, when River Red 
Gum and Yellow Box are flowering, and noted actually feeding on those 
flowers. In autumn they are heard quite often, Mostly less than 5 
birds at a time. 


A BIRD LIST FROM STRATHFIELDSAYE continued 


41, Red Wattlebird. A pair nested in 1972. For the following nine years 
they were often seen, but only flying over. Since the decline of 
_ the Noisy Miner, wattlebirds have been continually present except for 
a few months over summer 1982/3. 


42, Goldfinch. Present in spring and summer. Several nests have been 
found in fruit trees. When dandelions are in seed they attract up to 


‘a dozen birds. 


43, Olive-backed Oriole, Seen and heard every year, from spring through 
to autumn. They have nested here at least once. 


44, Dusky Woodswallow. Fairly regularly seen in small numbers, mainly 
in sumer. 


45, Pied Currawong. One to six birds seen and heard in the cooler months 
of some years. 


46. Grey Currawong. Seen and heard quite often, mainly in winter, 


Occasionally visiting "bush birds' 53 species of less frequent or 
irregular visitors. Amongst them are gsnecies common in many parts of the 
Bendigo district, such as Yellow Robins, as well as rarities like the 
Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater, ~ : ' 


47. Brown Quail. Heard on several occasions. Another quail, probably 
the Painted, has also. visited. 


48. Peaceful Dove. Until this year, seen very rarely. Up to six birds 
have persisted this»year, encouraged by irregular hand feeding. 


49. Common Bronzewing. Seen occasionally flying over and sometimes stopping 
to feed. ; 


50. Crested Pigeon. Two birds observed several times, this year only. 


51. Rainbow Lorikeet. One seen amongst a flock of Musk Lorikeets, 1974. 
Stayed for several days. 


52, Little Lorikeet. Seen flying over in small parties, but never noted 
to stop and feed. 


53, Swift Parrot. Seen some years during winter in flocks of up to 20, 
flying over and sometimes feeding in non-flowering Yellow Box trees. 


‘54, Sulphur-crested Cockatoo. Pairs and flocks of up to 20 seen fairly 
often, flying over and sometimes landing in trees. 


Son Long-billed Corella. Four birds, seen about twice, flying over, 


56. Cockatiel. Seen repeatedly in some years, in pairs and small flocks. 
Recorded nesting along Emu Creek once, 


57. Crimson Rosella. One seen once, during cooler months. 


58. Barn Owl. Seen regularly in some years; in others not at all. 
Visits often coincide with visits of black-shouldered kites. 


59. Tawny Frogmouth..- Occasionally heard and seen. John suspects that the 
birds are not resident for long because they soon get killed on the 
road. He has seen about 6 roadkills nearby. 


60. Owlet Nightjar. One moved in for several months. 


61. Fork-tailed Swift. Seen once or twice, flying with Spine-tails. 


8. 

A BIRD LIST FROM STRATHFIELDSAYE continued 

62. Rainbowbird. Many seen and heard flying over. Only in summer of 1982/3 
were they seen to stop and feed. 

63. Dollarbird. ‘Single birds visit rarely. 


64, White-backed Swallow. Single birds or pairs seen three or four times, 
associating with martins and swallows. 


65, White-winged Triller. Rare visitor. 


66. Grey-crowned Babbler, A flock were resident nearby for about the first 
three years (1972-5), and sometimes visited the block. Not seen again 
until 1982, when one adult and one young one were seen, and calls were 
fairly eeten heard. — 


67. White-browed Babbler. Single birds seen twice. 
68. Golden-headed Cisticola. Ohe bird seen once, in long epaes 
69. Brown Songlark, One bird heard once. 


70, Rufous Songlark. Infrequent spring-summer breeding visitor. John has" 
_ located two operative nests at the one time. 


71. Weebill. First seen in autumn 1983. The small party have rane ae 
for the five months since. 


72. Striated Thornbill. Seen several times jee autumn 1983, but never 
previously. i 


73. Yellow-rumped Thornbill. Small Flock seen just across the road on 
several occasions. 


74, White-fronted Chat. Rarely seen on Fenceline next 7s Saaaseiens 
75. Jacky Winter. Rare visitor. A pair stayed for a month. 
76. Scarlet Robin. " p 


77. Red-capped Robin. An un-coloured bird stayed for several weeks ae 
autumn 1983.°. 


78. Flame Robin. Seen once or twice in winter 1982, next to paddock. 
79, Yellow Robin. One seen once along creek. 


80. Grey Fantail. The first and only sighting was of one bird over several 
weeks in autumn 1983. 


81. Restless Flycatcher. Four or five were resident for several months 
when the Robinson!’ Ss ENE in 1972, but John has seen only an odd 
bird since. 


82. Rufous Whistler. Sometimes visits in spring and summer. Not seen” 
nesting, but one with a dependant young one visited in summer 1982/3. 


83. Mistletoebird. Quite a few pairs Bese bapiaty through. eee or 
two stop for a few minutes. 


84, Spotted Pardalote. Single birds seen two or three times, SOAS in 
small trees. 


Silvereye. Not pecorded until 1982. Fainly: common in smail flocks 
since then. 


85 


e 


86, Yellow-tufted denegeataH . First seen visiting in ones or twos in 
summer, over the past few years, to feed in flowering Sugar Gums, 
Yellow Box and Eremophilas and on Locquat fruits. At least a dozen 
birds came in summer 1983. These moved away, but returned to feed in 
flowering Yellow Gums and Locquats in autumn and winter, hanging around 

and successfully competing with resident White-plumed Honeyeaters. 


A BIRD LIST FROM STRATHFIELDSAYE continued 


87. 


88. 
89. 
90. 
isis 
92. 
93. 


94, 
no5% 
96. 
97, 


98. 
99, 


White-naped Honeyeater. Uncommon winter visitor, mostly seen flying 
over. Flocks of about 6 seen feeding in flowering Ironbarks. 


Blue-faced Honeyeater. Quite commonly heard flying over. Sometimes 
stops to feed on insects. In autumn 1983, four or five birds visited 
daily for a month or so, feeding on a flowering Yellow Gum to the 
exclusion of Red Wattlebirds. 


Little Friarbird. Large numbers seen flying over on two occasions. 
A few have stopped for several weeks, in the company of Noisy Friarbirds. 


Noisy Friarbird. Six birds over-wintered about 1980, feeding in planted 
flowering eucalypts. At times, and especially in the above-mentioned 
year, they are seen flying through. 


‘Regent Honeyeater. One bird stayed for several hours on 26th July 1979. 


It was chased from the area by Noisy Miners. Another was heard on 
16th August 1982. Bs 


Eastern Spinebill. A single bird was seen over eee weeks, during 
winter 1983, Noted feeding in flowering Yellow Gums. This observation 
co-incides with a rash of observations all around the Bendigo area. 


Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater. Single birds were seen on.two occasions, 
remaining for several months each. Both were during winter. The birds 
occupied small discrete home ranges clear of the Noisy Miners. 


Diamond Firetail. Only seen two or three times, in parties of two 
to six birds. 


Indian Myna. One seen in 1974, It stayed for a month or so. 


White-winged Chough. Flocks have briefly visited twoce during winter. 
In summer 1982/3 a flock resided for a month. Mostly seen feeding 
along the creek, 


White-browed Woodswallow. Large flocks fly over fairly often. ‘They 
occasionally come down to feed. 


Masked Woodswallow. A few seen in flocks of WHEEScbe See . 


Little Raven, In November and December of some years, large numbers 


are seen and heard flying south. Occasionally heard flying over at other 
times. 5. 


Waterbirds 24 species, of which 8 have bred or _attempted to breed on” 


the 

100. 
101. 
102. 


103. 


104. 


105, 


block and 3 have only been seen flying over 
Pelican. Very rarely seen flying over. 
Black Cormorant. Occasionally seen flying over, 


Little Black Cormorant. About five Janded on the dam once, but area: 
only a little while. 


Little Pied Cormorant. Single birds are fairly often seen, particularly 
feeding along the creek. 


Little Grebe. Has appeared on the dam several times, and 
uns uctessfully attempted to nest once. 


White-necked Heron. One or two ata sha seen feeding ai EcS. 
water in dam after wet years. 


10. 
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106. 


107. 
108. 
109, 
110. 


ill. 
112. 


113. 
114, 


115. 


116, 


117. 
118. 


119. 
120. 
121. 


122. 


123. 


White-faced Heron. More often seen than the White-necked Heron. 
Noted singly or in pairs, feeding on dam edge and in paddocks. 
Individuals may remain in the area for a while. 


Nankeen Night-heron. Found roosting along the creek at times, and 
seen feeding on the dam occasionally. 


White Ibis. Often seen flying over. Small parties feed in receding 
water in dam after wet years. 


‘Straw-necked Ibis. Less commonly visits than White Ibis, though palsy 
are amongst grass rather than at water's edge. 


Yellow-billed Spoonbill. One, or sometimes a few, feeding in receding 
water of dam after wet years. 


Black Swan. Seen flying over occasionally. 


Black Duck, Fairly regularly seen in pairs. Has nested at least 
twice in Red Gum hollows along creek, 


Grey Teal. Seen occasionally on dam, usually when it is full. 


Chestnut Teal. First seen in late winter 1981, when a pair stayed 
and successfully bred in nest box on dam. However, they apparently 
moved their young elsewhere immediately after hatching. Returned and | 
bred again in 1983, one egg being present on the 1st of August. 


Wood Duck. The only record is about 1979, when a pair nested ina 
hollow in a River Red Gum along the eral 


Banded Landrail. A pair have resided for several or more months in 
about four years, and have bred at least three times. They keep to 
long grass and the creek bank, but become fairly confiding after 
being hhere:.a while. 


Black-tailed Native Hen, One appeared on the dam in late peDuetvens 
about 1979, and stayed for two months. 


Dusky Moorhen. Resident and nesting along creek. Rarely seen on dam, 
but one individual lived on it for a while. 


Swamphen. Seen twice, along the creek. 
Coot. One seen once on the dam. 


Spur-winged Plover. Nested twice on island in dam, in early days 
before cover grew on it. Now they are only heard as they fly.overhead. 


Black-fronted Dotterel. Nested successfully on dam in the year following 


construction. Occasionally now seen on low water in dam and heard 


flying over. 
Japanese Snipe, Seen a couple of times, mostly in grassy gully. 


John has a possible sighting of the Lewin Water Rail, which, if correct 
would be the first record for the Bendigo district. The sighting was in 
winter, on the dam. The bird swam across the water and ran off very quickly 
“upon reaching the bank. 


uate 
A BIRD LIST FROM STRATHFIELDSAYE continued 


Birds of prey, John's special field of interest. Less frequently seen now, 
possibly due to tree growth obscuring them or rendering the area less 
suitable for hunting. The thirteen species includes the Grey Falcon, 

this being an extremely rare visitor to the Bendigo district and a rare 
species anywhere, ' 


124, Black-shouldered Kite. In some years they are seen regularly; in 
others not at all. 


125. Whistling Kite. Seen flying over about four times. 


126. Brown Goshawk. The most frequently seen bird of prey, though possibly 
less common in recent times. Observed unsuccessfully hunting red- 
rumped parrots, starlings and willie wagtails. 


127. Collared Sparrowhawk. Fairly rare visitor, though seen more frequently 
in recent years. ; . 


128. Little Eagle. Occasionally seen flying over. 
123. Wedge-tailed Eagle, Twice seen flying over. 
130. Swamp Harrier. Seen flying over once, some years ago. 


131. Black Falcon. Seen about six times. Once observed unsuccessfully 
hunting starlings. 


132, Peregrine Falcon. Seen flying over perhaps once or twice a year, 
Once observed to take a bird, possibly a Noisy Miner. 


133, Little Falcon. Fairly often seen flying over in late spring and 
summer. They were once found nesting in Strathfieldsaye, but not 
on this property. 


134, Grey Falcon, One, or possibly two, seen during a dry year inland. 
135. Nankeen Kestrel. One bird seen once, 


136. Brown Falcon. A pair were resident in the general area until several 
years ago. Seen trying unsuccessfully to take a willie wagtail that 
had been flushed out by a Goshawk. 


Postscript: Between the time of writing and printing John has added a_ 
further species - the New Holland Honeyeater. One bird visited on about 


the 14th October, remaining for no more than a day. 


2, t. .t. 7 7. 
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12. 
OBSERVATIONS FROM LONGLEA SPRING — 1983 


_ by Bobbie and Allen Malone. 


Our near neighbours have. told us that this has been the best year for 
wildflowers for the six years they have lived’ here. This has been-ow -first 
complete spring season spent. living in Longlea, so we cannot make comparisons. 
We think the members may be interested to learn what we have been observing. 
We will stick to common names in this instance, where possible. 


There are several plants of the Bendigo Waxflower in the fairly inmediate 
surroundings, which are trying to make a slow recovery from last year's 
drought. Also two or three very healthy plants which bloomed well, latter 
plants bearing large white flowers. These were separate from the drought — 
affected plants. 


Other plants observed were:- 


Tall Sundew, Scented Sundew, Scarlet Sundew (identified by Tom Patullo), 
Climbing Sundew, Beard Heath, Urn Heath, Daphne Heath, Hibbertia, Goodenia, 
Bursaria (identified by Tom Patullo), Acacia genistifolia and Acacia: 
leucoxylon (both identified by Tom Patullo), Calytrix (pink and white), 
Finger flowers (numerous), Bluebell (small and large flower), Cranberry 
Heath, Grey Everlasting, Paper Everlasting, Chocolate Lily (two! types), 
Early Nancy, Trigger Plant (white flower), Melaleuca wilsonii, Melaleuca 
decussata, Acacia spectabilis (many very small plants). 


Our first sighting of the Crested bélibird, ‘both male and female, was 
quite exciting, as on March 17th, one male appeared outside our dining 
room window. We had put some crumbs out, and the bird began eating them, 
raising its crest slightly and hopping along rapidly while feeding. © 
Both male and female appeared at different times every day from then on, 
feeding from what we put out for them. We tried to note any regular times . 
they, or one of them, would appear, but the times were very irregular, 

The last day we saw them outside the window was September 5th at 5 Pel m. 

No nests were located. Perhaps we didn't look hard enough. 


One highlight at present is watching a pair of Rainbow birds building 
their nesting tunnel. It appears that each bird takes a turn in the 
construction of it. One flies direct into the opening, and the other 
alights at the opening, and looks around for a few minutes béfore entering 
it. This pattern is repeated. We have seen an Oriole, White plumed 
Honeyeaters, and Babblers gathering nesting material. There have been | 
noticeably fewer Yellow tufted Honeyeaters seen here. On November 2nd one 
Yellow Robin began building her nest, and laid her first egg on the 9th 
-and her second on the 10th. They have not been hatched yet. Red Wattle 
birds, Magpies, Rufous Whistlers have reared young. The Rufous Whistlers 
are very fond of bathing in the water dish. 


Orchids which have flowered in some profusion are as follows:- 

One Spider Orchid on our neighbour's block. 

Greenhood- Dwarf, Nodding, Autumn (in prosusien)) Tiny Swan (first time 
on our block). 

Bearded eared In profusion. 

Leek di 

Gnat u 

Leopard sf Numerous 

Golden Moth 

Parson's Bands 

Waxlip au Iu. profusion, Several white forms. 


13, 
OBSERVATIONS FROM LONGLEA continued 


Caladenia Orchids (blue) In profusion 
W (pink) { 

2 BRD i (musky) Only three plants seen in flower 
Scented Sun Orchids. Many areas, they were at their best 
Pink i UI but heavy rain battered them beyond 

recognition. 


Rabbit's Ears ‘ 
Flying Duck Orchids - Six plants seen in flower (not as many 
as in past years.) 


There have been some beautiful displays of Pultenea pedunculata in the 
surrounding areas, also Dampiera. We are continually learning a little 
‘ more as time goes on, maybe we will make a "discovery" one of these days. 


P.S. One goanna 80 cm long appeared on the wood heap yesterday. 
No snakes seen yet. Stumpy tailed lizard has been about. 


, oo) 1e% to Wate alee ele ate a tele” “et 
Teoteneds Yer se oder se eee OS ee ese ek 


MURRAY PINE IN THE WHIPSTICK. 
by Ray Wallace. 


Many years ago aS a yea I remember the late Ray Rogers (whom the Ray Rogers 
Tree is a memorial to) showing me a Murray Pine (Callitris colimellaris) 
growing on the roadside between Apollo Hill and Adelaide Hill. It was a 
rather decrepit specimen, old and dying. Many of its limbs were dead. Yet ! 
I remember’ thinking as we stood there, of wild mallee country and sand dunes 
and Major Mitchell Cockatoos, all the things I thought the Mallee would be, 
although I had never been there. The old Murray Pine spoke of all of those 
things. 


Some years after, a ouyeaikaiaus carte Ally Calvert, showed me another Murray 
Pine about 1.5 kms east of Millers Flat. It too was old, and, like the Adelaide 
Hill Road specimen, there was no sign of regeneration. They aareerae to be 
relict reminders gE a perhaps different flora in time past. 


Whilst examining a piece of bush which was adjacent to the now extinct vine- 
yard of John Morris - 1.5 kms south of the Camp Hotel, I was thrilled to find 
a superb , healthy specimen of Murray Pine about 14 metres in height. For 
metres in every direction there were young Murray Pines regenerating quite 
thickly. The foliage of the young trees varied in colour from bright green to 
a glaucous bluish green. They ranged in height from 30 cm. to 1.5 metres. 
Many of them had been grazed. Jim Willis mentions the variability of foliage 


colour. This was most notable here, for CER seedlings were all the progeny 
of one tree - 


With this little area of Murray Pines the species still has.a tenuous hold in 
the Whipstick. Although all the trees are very healthy the hold is insecure, 

as the area of bushland they are in is private land. It might well be 

worthy of purchase by the authorities at a later date, to preserve a healthy 

group of trees of a species which is extremely rare in the Bendigo Whipstick. 
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SOME BIRD OBSERVATIONS FROM MAIDEN GULLY 
by Tom Patullo. 


Apparently we live on the boundary of the territories of two Magpie 
Groups. The dividing line would appear to pass right through. the feeding. 
table, where I put out a piece of suet from time to time, and spend some 
interesting moments watching the antics of members of the opposing groups. 
The lump of suet is in a wire cage so it cannot be carried away. There -. 
appears to be an attitude of bare tolerance between the two groups, with 
members of both groups strutting about in a stiff legged attitude, with 
feathers puffed out and wings akimbo. "Akimbo" - The dictionary says, 
"With hands on hips and elbows turned out", Not quite the correct word 
but as:near as I could get. However should one member of either group 
cross the boundary, we are treated to a rare display of dive-bombing, 
aerial acrobatics and combat flying, evidently all bluff, as I havex never 
seen any actual contact made. } 


.One of the groups, which claims the territory to the east of our 
house, appears to consist of some five birds, and their area lies astride 
a busy highway, with the result that their young often become road casualties. 
The other group, which consists of only two.adult birds, a white backed 
male, and a black backed female, occupy the area to the west of the house, 
which extends back into the Bushs This year they have reared three young. 
This family come in each morning to be fed when I call. 


Our colony of White-browed Babblers, after a lot of frantic nest 
building activity, finally raised a family in one of them. A pair of Grey 
Thrushes ‘set about renovating one of their abandoned nests which was 
situated just outside our kitchen window. We were able to watch this 
activity fairly closely and observed them adding a fair quantity of short 
bits of bark, much of which was plucked from a living Grey Box tree, WF 
The Babblers made quite a fuss for a while, in the Melaleuca armillaris tree, 
but the thrushes won the day, and are now brooding on three eggs. The 
vocal efforts of the male bird are quite delightful, so close to the 
house. I suspect that he feeds his mate on the nest, as I have never seen 
the female leave it since brooding began. 


‘The Eastern Rosellas used the nesting box again this year, and raised. 
a family of five young, who left the nest the second week in November, 
much earlier than the first time they used the box, as reported in the 
article, "Sequel to a nesting box for Rosellas'" which appeared in Whirrakee 
Vol.1 No.2, when it was noted that the last young bird left vs nest on 
Boxing Day. i 


A pair of Dusky Woodswallows again nested in the Happy Wanderer 
-ereeper this year, I have noted previously that these birds are very G' 
useful in the garden, having seen a pair of flying young sitting on the 
fence while both parents run a’ continuous shuttle service to my tomato 

patch. Every trip meant one less fat green grub on my vegies. I have 

noticed that the common old Sparrow is also a good destroyer of garden 

pests during the hot, early summer days, when they have young in their nests, 


The Yellow tufted Honeyeaters nested successfully in the garden again 
this year, as also did the Red Wattle Birds. All this nesting activity. 
has taken place quite close to the house, and I have noted that the young — 
birds are generally much less timid than the parents. One would expect 
_ that with birds nesting close handy each year, that the population would be 
increasing. This however does not seem to be apparent. I presume that after 
the young birds reach full maturity, they are driven out of the territory 
by the parent birds. I know this to be the case with the Magpies. 
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SOME BIRD OBSERVATIONS FROM MAIDEN GULLY continued 


Other annual visitors that I have noted this spring are the White- 
winged Triller, Fuscous Honeyeater, Painted Honeyeater and Rainbow Birds, 
and a bird which was at first a stranger to me. I first heard the call, 

a long continued, loud, strident - Chap, Chop, Chop or pérhaps it was 

Chock, Chock, Chock, but try as I may I could not locate the caller. 

On describing the call to Jack Kellam, he suggested that it may be a 
Gilbert Whistler. The next day I heard the call again and after much stalking, 
I eventually sighted a pair of birds. They appeared to me to be similar 

to a Grey Thrush in shape and appearance, with a similar large eye, but 
smaller and darker grey in colour than a Thrush. Evidentally I had the 
binoculars on the female as there.did not appear to be any reddish blush 
under the chin as suggested to me by Jack. However on consulting the 

Readers Digest Bird Book, I decided on the Gilbert Whistler, the first I 

had seen in my garden, 


After having written the above, I decided to see what P.Slater has to 
say in his "Field Guide to Australian Birds". In his description of Gilbert 
Whistler he Says, and I quote, "Female is like a small Shrike Thrush" 


P.S. On the morning after I had written this article I made another 
discovery. Not twenty yards from our back door, in an abandoned Babbler's 
. nest, there was a strange bird brooding. I say strange because the bird is 
extremely timid, and every time I walked past I would hear a flutter of 
wings, and catch a fleeting glimpse of the bird disappearing into some 
nearby, thick vegetation. The only description I could make was, generally 
grey in colour, with a tannish appearance, and of a size and shape some- 
what as a Grey Thrush. The next day the problem was solved. When I walked 
past the nesting position the wings fluttered again, but this time the bird 
obligingly landed in plain view, on top of a garden stake. To my pleasant 
surprise - a female Crested Bell Bind. 


While she was off the nést I had a peep in , and so discovered a 
"rarely"! situation, according to Caley's book "What bird is that?" 
His description of a Crested Bell Bird, includes the statement "Eggs - 


two, sometimes three, rarely four." There are four eggs in this nest! 
kok ek kok ok ee % 


DIURIS PALACHILA (Broad-tip Diuris) at WEHLA - a new record for the Bendigo 
District. — 


by Margaret Watts. 


On Saturday, Oct. Ist., Fred and I visited an area at Wehla where he 
remembered seeing wax plants (Eriostemon verrucosus) some years before. 

We were really hoping to find one of the rare double flowered variety, but 
were not successful, However, amongst the plants were several flower stems 
of the orchid, Diurus palachila, (Broad-tip Diurus) which I cannot find 
listed in Bob Allen and Tom Patullo's "Orchids of the Bendigo District". 
They were growing with Diurus pedunculata, but Diurus maculata, the other 
"parent", had apparently finished flowering. Fred took a couple of shots ~ 
of palachila and the slides have turned out quite well. 
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Freckled Duck - Stictonetta naévosa 


Bendigo Bird Observers Group, Bird of the Night Discussion May 1983, 


compiled by Bill Flentje. 


This subject was chosen because of claims that the population of these 
birds, never a common bird, is steadily decreasing; and though a protected — 
species, it is a heavy casualty through ignorance or otherwise during the 
duck~shooting seasons in Victoria and South Australia. It has been observed 
only on rare occasions in the Bendigo District, and most of the 

information available on the bird is summarised from various publications. 


Call Calls are only heard very occasionally, a fairly quiet piping, 
sometimes a flute-like whistle, a two syllable call resembling a | 
Black Swan, or a loud harsh quack, or slightly longer harsh snore. 


Appearance Length - Males 520-590 mm: Females usually smaller ~ 
— 480-530 mn. Plumage dark brown, finely freckled whitish-buff. The breast — 
is slightly darker and the remainder of the under body slightly lighter. 
The bill is slaty grey, thick at the base, curving upwards to the’ tip. 
Legs and feet.slaty grey, eye brown. In silhouette on the water, they 
appear to float high, neck short, head large and peaked at rear. Bill 
appears concave upwards. In breeding plumage the male has bright red at 
the base of the bill.The female appears lighter in colour with less * 
contrast between the basic colour and the freckles. — 


Breeding Nesting is dependent on vainfall and areas of water suitable 
for feeding. The nest is a bowl of fine sticks and lignum, woven well 
together in bushes or lignum at water level or in tangled vegetation 
material.at the butt of a flooded tree, The clutch of eggs may vary from | 
5 to 14, usually about 7, smooth, glossy cream or ivory. The incubation 
period is usually about 26 to 28 days. Breeding may occur out of the. 
normal breeding season at times when conditions are exceptionally 
favourable. 


Food They feed mainly on algae in shallow water, and to a small extent ; 
on seeds of water plants, insects, crustaceans, very small fish and shells .. 


General It is now believed that the Preckled Duck is more closely 

related to the swans than to other ducks. 

Its survival appears to depend on the future of a few ks permanent swamps, 
some of which are threatened with drainage or water conservation programs, 
and protection from shooting. 

The birds usually hide in dense cover in deep water during the day, and 
feed in the shallows at night. They are usually found-in- small family. - 
parties of 5 or 6, or groups of up to 20, but large concentrations of 
several hundred birds may occur in Boctene situations. 

Under such conditions a significant proportion of the restricted 

- population of Freckled Duck, may: suffer due to duck-shooting, because of » 
failure to identify and recognise this protected bird. 

Mr. H. Milne records that while Lake Eppalock was filling up in the Sealy 
1960's, which took 3 to 4 years, 2 or 3 pairs of Freckled Duck wére found * 
to be nesting in one bay. Three weeks later, several pairs were found mths 
young ones. The date of the recording was 15.11.1963. 

This is the only nesting recording for the Bendigo district. 


L7i. 
A REPORT ON AN EXCURSION TO WELLSFORD FOREST 
. by Tom Patullo. 


With the original intention of hunting for members of the Rufa Group 
of Pterostylis Orchids, some twenty members, on a mild sunday afternoon in ? 
late October, left the meeting place for the Wellsford area. On reaching 
the spot where we knew the orchids to be, we realised that without knowing 
the exact spot where each one grew, it would be impossible to find them, — 
owing to the terrifically abundant growth of Sheligrass, some of it up to 
eighteen inches high. Indeed I believe that with the Shellgrass increasing. 
as it is in our bush, the only way to find these late flowering Orchids, 
is to locate the rosettes on the ground in the early winter, before the 
Shellgrass growth is up, take your bearings, and come back in November, 
when they would be in flower. (See cover picture on this edition of 
"Whirrakee" for a photo of Pterostylis biseta, one of the Rufa group of 
Greenhoods). ; 


On moving further into the forest, however, as one would expect in 
this year of bounteous rainfall, we found plenty of interest. A large patch 
of Golden Pennants caught our eye, so we stopped, to spend an enjoyable. 
half hour among many botanical species. Brown Beards were present but not 
plentiful, Blue Scented Sun Orchids had gone to seed, while the Hooded 
Caladenia was widespread and numerous wherever we went. An occasional 
Salmon Sun Orchid was found. 


In an area where one would normally find Pultenea pedunculata covering - 
the forest floor, at that time of the year, with 2 thick mat of red and 
orange pea-like flowers, we found, what we at first thought to be young ~ 
plants everywhere, but which turned out to be, on closer examination, 
regenerating growth on old ‘rootstock. So we see that the drought had not 
killed this plant. Showy Podolepis were in bloom, scattered: throughout 
the forest, as were Milkmaids by the hundreds, all tall robust plants. 


An area that I always visit when I go to the Wellsford Forest is an 
old gravel pit which had been left to itself to recover. I first visited 
this area, perhaps some fifteen years ago. At that time it was showing 
encouraging signs of recovery. Grevillea alpina was well established (I 
have noticed that this is always the first plant to re-establish itself in. 
these exhausted gravel pit areas) so were Hakea sericea, Purple Mint and ° 
White Tea Tree. On this visit I am pleased to say that the area had the | 
appearance of complete regeneration. In fact one had to look to find the scars 
of the old gravel pit. Many species of the surrounding forest were present 
and thriving, with healthy young plants everywhere.. In one area of about 
a square yard we could have counted fifty young Grevillea alpina plants 
up to two inches high, On the other side of the road, which is an extension 
of the same gravel pit.I found a large area of Bendigo Waxflower, which 
although browsed almost to the ground by Wallabies, was showing vigorous 
regenerative growth. . ie 


La 


Of interest to a couple of junior members of the party, we were 
able to illustrate the method by which the Silky Hakea assures the 
continuation of the species. We saw the seed capsules on the growing bushes, 
tightly closed, as they would remain as long as the bush was alive. © 
On the bushes that had been killed by the drought it was distinctly . 
noticable that all the seed capsules on the dead bushes were wide open 
and the two winged seeds gone from each one, A proportion of these seeds 
will swely germinate in this generous year, and produce new plants. 
In another part of the forest we found a repetition of what we had seen 
earlier, but with a fitting round off for the day. In a moist secluded 
gully, hidden from the road by stunted eucalypt growth, we came upon this 
lovely little glade, where all the small plants of the forest seemed to 
be in bloom, predominated by Showy Podolepis, Milk-maids and Golden Pennants. 
A really delightful spot on that late Sunday afternoon. 
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BIRD OBSERVATIONS 


From the Bird Observers Group meeting held on 4th November, 1983. 


Deser iption of Slides Shown: 


A slide-tape set on ‘When Home is a Hollow" was the main “feature for the 
Bird Group's meeting in November. Details on how to make a suitable hollow, 
where to put them, and what birds and animals are likely to use them, were 
all explained. It is hoped that Group members will make use of this 
information in the future. If anyone comes up with a Starling proof nesting 
box we would be pleased to hear about it. The bird of the night was the . 
Grey Butcherbird, 


Spring fever is still holding in both the bird world and amongst DPE EINE US 
For the second month in succession observations abounded. i 


The Banded Stilt -a new species op the district: 


This certainly doesn't happen everyday. Yet even though our district list 
now numbers about 270 species, still the odd new bird creates a wave of 
excitement. On this occasion. (1.11.83) the lone Banded Stilt was found 
amongst 10 Red-necked Avocets, (in itself an umusual sighting), ina flooded 
paddock near Thunder Swamp in the far north of our district. 


The Banded Stilt is one of Australia's truly desert adapted birds, and a 
waterbird at that. It nests in vast colonies on saltpans in the arid north 
of South Australia, as well as on several lakes in Western Australia. 
There it feeds on brine shrimps that are concentrated as the shallow water 
of the saltpan evaporates rapidly under the desert sun. Needless to say, 

. breeding is irregular, dependent on enough rain falling. When not breeding, 
the birds may be found congregating in huge flocks at the Coorong on the 
South Australian coast, and in smaller numbers elsewhere. Small flocks 

and odd birds may turn up almost anywhere that suitable water occurs - 
shallow, brackish and receding for preference. The Banded Stilt is one of 
the many birds to have had its name changed recently, and is now known as 
the Black Winged Stilt. The renaming has been carried out on many birds 

so that they will have a uniform common name throughout » their distribution, 
instead of a different common name in each country. The bird is widely 
distributed as a breeding species, occuring locally in Europe, the Mediterranean 
Region, north of the Danube, the Steppes of Southern Russia, South Asia 
and east of Chine, Pakistan, India and Malayasia. It is also found in 
Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Africa south of the Sahara, and Madagascar.. In addition, 
a separate subspecies is found in the Philippines, Indonesia and Australia, 
and three more subspecies in New Zealand, ‘the Hawaian Islands, and Southern — 
U.S.A. and Central America. 


The visit to the vicinity of Thunder Swamp didn't lose interest there. In 

another nearby flooded paddock, and also in a bone dry paddock, a total of 
15 Red Capped Dotterels were located, perhaps the largest congregation of 

this species yet noted so close to Bendigo. The Red Capped Dotterel, too, 

is a bird of inland saltpans, but is also found along beaches. In spite of 
suspicious behaviour by the birds, and the best efforts of the observers, 

no eggs or young were located. 


Alss: observed nearby, on the rush-covered Thunder Swamp itself, were a pair 
_-of Brolgas and one Spotted Crake. Crakes have a reputation for extreme . 
shyness, yet this one perched amongst the rushes for all to see, Penni reine. 
one observer to appresch within 3 Dee uCes 
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BIRD OBSERVATIONS continued 


ROYAL SPOONBILLS NESTING: 


A report of one pair of Royal Spoonbills at Tang Tang on lst November, 
with four eggs in the nest, is the first breeding record for the Bendigo 
Area. At least three pairs of Royals were seen in the area, so it is 
possible that more than one pair are nesting there. It is also probable 
that they have nested here, or somewhere else in our district, in the 
past, so if anyone has any old breeding records, we would like to hear 
about them. } 5 


The large swamp between Marong and Newbridge is a haven for a wide variety 
of waterbirds, which included one Cattle Egret in breeding plumage, three 
Pacific Herons, 29 Whiskered Terns, two Silver Gulls, 46 Pied Stilts, 
approximately 200 Shelduck, and numbers of White Ibiss6-., Straw-necked Ibisy: | 
Great Egrets, Masked Lapwing, Black Swans, Black Duck and Grey Teal. 


From the Whipstick area we received a report of a Nankeen Night Heron,:and 
a nesting record of the Little Eagle (3lst October and 28th October). 

Some very interesting observations have been made in Strathfieldsaye over 
the last month, and include Blue-faced Honeyeaters (8th October), Bush 
Stone Curlew (12th Osteber), a nesting record of the Crested Pigeon, 

(14th October to 3rd November), and a single Regent Honeyeater. 


Of all the places to turn up, the Regent decided to visit the garden of 
one of our members who just happens to be involved in the current Regent 
Honeyeater Survey! (22nd October). 


The Regent Honeyeater has also been recorded nesting in the Bendtee area, 
in Rosalind Park, from 29th September to 20th October. This is the first 
nesting record in our area for several years. 


Cockatiels were reported nesting in the Sandy Creek area of the Wellsford 
Forest (30th October), and Rainbows are present in good numbers with nesting 
already well underway (3lst October). A great Crested Grebe, along with a 
few Whiskered Terns and three White-backed Swallows, were recorded at the 
Bendigo Sewerage Farm (3lst October). 


Green Lake, Lake Tyrell and St. Arnaud: 


Several of our members have been on the move, and an interesting variety 

of birdlife was observed on and around Green Lake. Species recorded include 
White-browed and Masked Woodswallows, Budgerygah, Little Falcon, Whiskered 
Tern, Black-tailed Native Hen, Nankeen Night Heron, Striped Honeyeater,. 
Little Friar Bird, Rainbow Bird, White-winged Triller, Red-capped Robin, 
Mallee Ringneck and Blue Bonnet. Highlights of the Lake Tyrell avifauna 
were Crimson, Orange and White-fronted Chats, along with White-winged Wren, 
Singing Bushlark, Brown Songlark, Field Wren, White-backed Swallow and 
Singing Honeyeater (27th October). 


Magpie Goose: 


On 12th October, 21 km W.S.W. of St. Arnaud, four Magpie Geese were seen 
standing on the edge of a shallow extensive swamp close to the road. They 
slowly walked to the water and cruised off. All were in good plumage and 
looked quite at home in the wild in Victoria. The observers assumed that 
they had been raised and released by the Fisheries and Wildlife Division. 
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TANG TANG SWAMP EXCURSION. 
Sunday December 18th, 10.00 a.m. onwards. 
You can come for all or part of the day. Lunch will be a barbeque. 


Please bring: Binoculars, Sandshoes or old footwear for wading, 
. Swimming gear, Canoe or kayak if you wish, Gas barbeque if 
you have one, Lunch and afternoon tea. 


How to get there: Proceed to Dingee via Raywood and Tandarra. At Dingee, 
wes take the right turn at the crossroads, and proceed 6 kms. 
The entrance gate to "Tang Tang" property is on the left 
and has the name on the gate. A B.F.N.C. marker will be 
placed there. If you reach a T junction with a road from 
the right, you have come too far. 


INGLEWOOD EXCURSION , eoncey January 15th 


Fred and Margaret Watts and Barbara Salter have kindly invited us to their 
place for lunch, and bird-watching around the house. They live in the mallee 
just out of Tiglewood: and attract many birds with food and water, especially 
during the dry months. It's quite an experience to sit on the NEEM tt 

and let the birds come so close to you. 


How to get there: In Inglewood turn left into Verdon Street (the road to 
Kingower and Melville Caves). Go out about one kilometre, until you see a 
dense patch of mallee on the right. Slow down, and you will see a sign 
saying "Koongoora- Land for Wildlife" and also with the Watts’ name on it, 
on the right. Go direct, rather than meeting in Havlin Street. You can 
arrive any time between 9.00 a.m. and 12.00 noon, and will be most welcome. 


After lunch at midday we will be going to Webb Dam, and other dams we 
there are likely to be birds coming in to drink. 


Bring: Lunch and ee refreshments, binoculars , field guides. 
Keke RR RAR RA KR HK 


Preliminary notice *ar ae camp, May 198, 
KINCHEGA, NATIONAL PARK, N.S.W. 
May » ‘School Holidays, May 5 - 20. 


Located on ‘the Darling River at Menindee, 260 kilometres north of Mildura. 
The environment comprises lakes, river flood plains and sand country. 

Very varied bird and plant life, much of which will be near to us. 

Two self -guided tours are available: 


1. Morton Boolka Swamp Nature Walk. 
2. Homestead Bend Nature and Historic Drive. 


You may also see the historic wool shed. 
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COMMITTEE REPORT, 24th OCTOBER 1983. 


1. "Eucalypts of Bendigo" is nearing completion. Work on the last few 
items has been finally completed. 


2. An interim report suggests that it would be a good idea to incorporate 
the Club. This would absolve the committee members from financial ek 
hardship if the Club was sued, for example, and allow the Club to 
receive gifts and legally own property. . 


3. A determination from the Town and Country Planning Appeals Board ruled 
that Marong Shire Council had the power to revoke the permit allowing 
the Moto-X Track to be built on land adjacent the Whipstick Forest. 


4. Instead of submitting a Club submission to the Conservation Strategy — 
for Victoria, it was decided that individual members be encouraged 
to put forward their own submissions. The reasons for this are that 
(i) a club submission carries no more weight than an individual, and 
(ii) there are too many areas to cover by the committee. 


5S. A letter is to be sent to the Bird Observers Group thanking them for 
their initiative in running Continuing Education classes in Bird : 
Watching, and for donating the proceeds of the course to the main Club. 


6. It was decided that we Should not participate in the Eaglehawk Dahlia 
and Arts Festival. 


7. After receiving a deputation from the Bird Observers Group, the committee 
carried a motion asking that correspondence of a contentious nature 
be vetted by a general meeting of the respective group, whether Mammal 
Survey or, Bird Observers Group, before being mailed. 


PUBLICATIONS 


1. Ballarat F.N.C. Excursion - New Sheet Oct. 83 
°, Geelong F.N.C. Newsletter No. 209 Oct. 83 

3. Geelong Naturalist Vol.20 No.2 August 83 

4, Victorian Naturalist Vol.100 No.5 Sept/Oct. 83 
5. Environment Victoria No.4g Sept. 83 

6. Bird Observer No's 620 & 621 Sept. & Oct. 83 
7. Australian Bird Watcher Vol.10 No. 3 Sept. 83 


02% 
COMMITTEE REPORT 21/11/83° 


life dseaets ul proofs of "Eucalypts of Bendigo" are ready for checking.. 
This should be printed in the next week if there are no complications. 
After discussion of distribution it was decided that locai. 
booksellers be offered copies on a sale or return basis. 


2. The committee has accepted an offer of $100.00 for the "Tllustrated 
' Handbook of Victoria". 


3. A draft constitution for a conservation sub committee was presented 
to the meeting. A number of amendments were suggested. 


4, It was decided that the formation of a Botany Group should proceed 
and a meeting is to be called in the new year to discuss the direction 
it should take. Details of time and place of the meeting will le 

_ published in Whirrakee. 


5. A letter is to ‘be sent to Ray Wallace accepting his offer to write a 
history of the club for the 40th anniversary. 


6. A 40th ahniversaty sub committee is to be set up. 


7. %It.was decided that we not participate in Bendigo Community Day in 1984, 


PUBLICATIONS 


1. A.C.F. Newsletters Vol.15 No's 9,10. Oct. & Nov. 83. 

2. Habitat Vol.11 No. 5 Oct. 83 

3. Sunraysia Bird Observers Club Vol.1 No.12. Vol. 2 No's 1 & 2 
4, Ballarat F.N.C. Excursion - News Sheet Nov. 83 

5. Geelong F.N.C. Newsletter No. 211 Nov. 83 

6. N.P.P.S. Newsletter No.53 Oct. 83 

7. The Bird Observer No. 622 Nov. 83 

8, Fund for Animals Newsletter Vol. 3 No. 3 Nov. 83 


STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st AUGUST 1983 


Receipts 


Balance in General A/c 
1.9),8200, 

Membership 

Whirrakee Subs. 
Suppers 

Donations 

Excursion and Camp Fees 
Whirrakee Sales 
Publication Sales 
Interest: 

General A/c 

Fixed Deposit Stock 
Miscellaneous 


32.38 


13215550 


93.00 
32.42 
88.00 
480,50 


68.00 — 


134., 40 


11.60 
233.73 
148.90 


Expenditure 


Whirrakee Production 
Whirrakee Postage 


' Subscriptions 


Petty Cash 

Excursions and Camps 
Mammal Group Projects 
Bird Group Projects 
Publications for Resale 
Library Acquisitions — 
Miscellaneous 


(Reimbursé€ment - Bat.Lit. 


(Insurance on Assets 


(Repairs to Duplicator 


(Post Box Rental 
(Hire Burnett Lounge 
(Recycling Kit _ 
(Corporate Bodies Kit 
(Bank Costs 


Credit Balance 31.8.83 


$2644.43 Cyr. 


Reconciliation with Bank Statement 


Bank Statement Credit Balance 31.8,83 


Unpresented Cheque No.585612 


Cash on Hand: Whirrakee Postage 


220,41 
10.70 


209.71 
25.00 


$234.71 Cr. 


= 930.239° 
215.70 
115.50 
50.85 
489.25 
37.95 
$5.52 
242.90 
140.75 
156.01 
7,25) 
53.50) 
40,00) 
18.00) 
10.00) 
-. 3.00) 
20.00) 
4,26) 


2434.72 
209.71 


$2644.43 Cr. 


STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND CLUB FUNDS AS AT 31st AUGUST 1983 


Assets: General Account ener 
Fixed Deposit Stock. 
Cash on Hand: Whirrakee Postage 


At Cost: Library Books 
Typewriter 
Projector . 
Specimen Cases (4) 
Filing Cabinets 
Recorder 
Static Display Photographs 
Mammal Survey Group Equipment 
Audiovisual (75 slides & 3 tapes), 
4,5 Reams se Dunticet sng Paper 


At Sale Value: 
Whirrakees Bye Resale 2038 @ 50c 
89 sets @ $5.00 
Publications for Resale 


Add: —— Publication Fund Bank Balance 


-..... Bendigo Naturalists 536 @ 50c 
Less Liabilities - Nil 


Sub, total 


Total Club Funds 


209.71 
2000.00 
25.00 


403,23 
493-00 


70.00> » 


8.00 
158.15 
169.00: 

26.00 
1690.79 © 
106.00 » 
23.60 


1019.00 
445.00 
140.40 


6986.88 


994.82 
268.00 


$8249.70 


= 


BENDIGO FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB 
Address for correspondence, P.0. Box 396, Bendigo 3550. 


Office bearers for. 1983-1984 


PRESIDENT Eric Wilkinson 7 Weatherall St. Cal.Gully 
SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT Rob Moors Sedgwick 

JU IOR VICE PRESIDENT John Lindner Burns St., Axedale 

SECRET ARY Laurie Leeson 76 Lawson St. Spring Gully 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY Rod Fyffe 546 Hargreaves St., Bendigo 
TREASURER Helene Boon Kamarooka 

MEMBERSHIP OFFICER Win Demeo Kamarooka 

EXCURSICN ORGANISER John Lindner Burns St., Axedale 
LIBRARIAN Glenise Moors Sedgwick 

EDIT OR : ' Epic Wilkinson 7 Weatherall St., Cal.Gully 


OF Cie titetdet ta ets 


Membership of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club is open to all those 


interested in natural history. The membership subscription rates are 


Single $10.00, Family $14.00, Pensioner and children $6.00. 
Whirrakee pubseniamen only, "$10. 00. 


General Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month at the 
Conference Rooms, Department of Agriculture, Midland Highway, Epsom. 


Meetings start at 7.30 p.m., and conclude with py 
The Annual Meeting is held in September. 


Excursions The assembly point for excursions is outside the Special 


8736 
6254 
7308 
0521 
7673 
9252 
9226 
7308 
6254 
8736 


Services Complex in Havlin St. East, Bendigo, unless otherwise specified. 
Full day excursions normally commence at 10.0a.m. (usually on a Sunday). 
Half day excursions normally commence at 2.0p.m. and may be either a 

Saturday or Sunday. Day or half day excursions are usually held on the 
weekend following the General Meeting. Campouts are held several times 


in a year, usually coinciding with long weekends or holiday periods. 


The B.F.N.C. has two active ‘sub- -groups, 


The BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP meets on the first Friday of the month at the 


Agriculture Department, Epsom, at 7.30 p.m. 
President: John Berry 22 Barrell St., Eaglehawk 46 9921 
Secretary: ‘Harvey Rich 58 Dundas Rd., Maryborough 61 1698 


The MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP meets on the third Thursday of each month, 
at 8.00 p.m. in mémber's homes as announced in the monthly diary. 


President: Graham Hill, 31 Curnow St., Golden Square 42 4016 
Secretary: Bill Holsworth, Nabilla Cr., Kennington 43 4063 


MEETINGS 
December 14 


1984 


January 11 


February 8 


EXCURSIONS 


Sun.Dec.18 oe 


Full day 


Sun, Jan,15_ 


Full day — 


Sun,.Feb.12 
Full day 


- DIARY -. 


CHRISTMAS SOCIAL 

6.30 p.m. Conference Rooms, Depa aene of Renicnine 
Midland Highway, Epsom. Casserole Tea, with all 
contributions pooled. Bring a casserole and a sweet, 


, your own plates and cutlery. Tea, coffee, cordial, milk, # 


sugar, bread & butter, cups provided. 
The casserole tea will be followed by games, musical items 
ete. 


Film Night - "River Red Gum" 
- "Who'll Pay the Buffalo Bill" 


Member's Slide Night, plus visit from Bob Finlay of Possum 
Bocks, with his considerable range of natural history 
books at discount prices. 


TANG TANG SWAMP. ' 
Travel independently, soulowing the directions on p.20. 
Come for all or part of the day from 10.00 a. m. onwards. 


_ Barbeque lunch, (if not a Total Fire Ban). 


INGLEWOOD 

Again travel independently, meeting at Fred and Mavigakee 
Watts' home for bird-watching from 9-12 in the morning, 
and lunch. In the afternoon we will be visiting Webb's Dam 


. for more bird watching. Further details are on p. 20. 


BULLARTO RESERVOIR 
This should make an interesting contrast to our visit in 
February 1983, when Bullarto Reservoir was dry. 


BIRD OBSERVERS GROUP: 


Fri.Feb.4 


Sat.Feb.5 


MAMMAL SURVEY GROUP 
Thurs. Feb.16. 


Bruce Male, who has been studying the relationship between 
birds and Mallee harvesting and regeneration, will discuss 
the results of the bird banding in the Whipstick area. 
Bird of the Night: Japanese Snipe. 


A half day-outing to the Bendigo Sewerage Farm, Meet on ' 
the roadside adjacent to May Swamp (Wallenjoe Road) 
at 9.00 a.m. a 


8.0 p.m. Graham Hill's home, 31 Curnow St., Golden Square. 


COMMITTEE MEETING — 


Mon. Feb.6 


Helene Boon's home, Tennyson Rd., Kamarooka 8.0 p.m. 


